6.   LETTER TO DR. PRANJIVAN MEHTA

August 6, 1918

BHAISHRI PRANJIVAN1,

Today I started reading your article on smallpox. I have
still to read some of it- It is quite a long one. You repeat
things over and over again, In fact, the article may even be
considered beyond the terms of reference. However, you have
taken great pains over it, and the article is a valuable document.
You have given a very good idea, but could have given a far
better one, of the number of children sacrificed through the super-
stitious insistence on smallpox vaccination. While the Goddess
of smallpox has been laid to rest, another, equally terrible, has
taken her place. Your article should be published in the form
of a book and distributed to municipalities. If you would shorten
it for popular consumption or write another in the form of a pre-
cis of it and permit me to print that, I should like to circulate
it. If you write another independent article in Gujarati, a short
one, we may print and distribute that one too. I shall finish
reading this today or tomorrow but I am putting down this sugges-
tion because I thought it necessary to send it at once.

Send me a few copies right now. I want to give them to some
doctors and obtain their opinion on it

Vandmataramfrom

MOHANDAS

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

1 M.D., Bar-at-Law, and jeweller; his association with Gandhiji began
when he received Gandhiji on his arrival in England for the first time as a student*
He rendered financial help to Gandhiji in his activities from the days of lh$
Settlement till his death in 1933.